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/  i  ^  ^  ^  CT  l/HAT'S  iriV/S  IN  TH3  l^UEKiJTS? 

fyfLA       !2>  (USI)A  Pood  Bulletin  for  the  v/eek  ending  April  4,  194?) 

I  SAIT  PiRAITCISCO,  A^Dril  1  faster  week  fruJLt  "bov/l  colors  are  green  and 

yellow,  v/ith  California  Hewtown  apples  and  grapefruit  still  topping  the  TDest 

fruit  "buys  • 

Orrjiges  rxe  ."iic;hor  priced  on  the  large  sizes,  "but  the  snail  sizes  are 
a  fair  "buy,    A  fe\7  Valencia  oranges  are  now  coning  in  fron  Tulare,  the  In]poricJ. 
Valley  raid  Arizona, 

Strawl^orrios  rxe  still  in  light  supply  end  high  priced. 
Art i choke s  tckc  the  lead  of  "best  vegetahle  buys  at  the  lowest  prices 
in  several  yerTs.    As-paragus  tolces  second  "billing,  with  quality  good  and  prices 
down  to  nid-seascn  levels.    Spinach  stnjids  third  in  plentiful  supply  raid  low 
priced. 

There  is  nuch  in  the  fair  buy  class  this  week.     Included  are  cabbage » 
lettuce  at  loi.'or  prices,  pe as  unchrn.ged  in  price,  onions,  potatoes ,  rhubarb, 
soft  squash.   svjGot  potatoes,  rind  small  tomatoes. 

Although  largo  tomatoes  are  still      little  high,  prices  are  considerably 
lov/er  thru  last  v/ook. 

Bimched  radishes^  groon  onions  raid  various  kinds  of  CToens  are  also  fair 

buys  » 
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This  v/ook^s  ncr-t  supply  included  r."bout  5,000  spring  lrm"bs .    But  tho 
clorJ^rriCG  of  old-crcp  lrxi"bs  iron  tho  :nr.rI:ot  wr.s  not  conploto.    As  r.  result, 
G-ood  end.  Choico  cra^cr.ssos  took  r.  price  drop  of  $2.00,  nrJcing  r.  loss  of  $7,00 
to  $8,00  for  the  nonth  of  March,    A  drastic  cut  in  slaughter  saw  sonc  previously 
contrn.cted  Iri-ibs  r.oving  to  the  Mid-l'est  alive.    The  gap  "between  prices  on  the 
old-crop  Irx-ibs  rr.d  the  new  crop  is  the  vadest  in  recent  years.    Although  Choice 
grade  steer  "beef  is  very  linited  in  supply,  there  is  a  fair  offering  of  G-ood 
grade.    Comercial  end.  Utility  cov;  "beef  is  little  v/anted.    In  gcnerrl,  the 
quality  is  improved  on  veal,  "but  there  isnH  nuch  denpiid.    Fresh  -pork  cuts  are 
enjo^.dng  an  inpx-oved  dcnand,  but  pre~E aster  dororaid  for  snoked  hcxi  is  only  frlr* 
Ho  change  in  "bacon, 

l/liolesale  "butter  prices  rxo  dovm  rjiother  4  to  4-|-  cents  per  pound  this 
v/eek.    Grade  A  (92  Score)  is  aucted  at  6?  cents  per  pound  and  Grade  B  (90  Score) 
at  63^.     Supplies  ere  lucdcrately  heavy  end.  in  fairly  good  den^jid. 

There  are  plenty  of  eggs  to  trJ^e  care  of  ail  blaster  festivities,  "but 
prices  are  1  cent  per  dozen  higher  on  all  Grade  "A"  eggs*    Quotations  r^jji  at 
47j  cents  per  dozen  on  Grade  "A"  Large  eggs,  44-^r  cents  on  I-IediuDS,  rjid  at  39^ 
cents  on  SnrJlls.     Grade  '"3"  Large  eggs  are  still  quoted  at  42i  cents* 

Although  there  is  very  little  chrnge  in  poult ry  prices  fron  a  week  ago, 
"both  live  end.  dressed  "broilers  are  1  cent  per  potrnd  less  rn.d  young  hen  turkeys 
(dressed)  are  1  to  4  cents  per  pound  lov/er.    Turkeys  are  plentiful,  end.  v.dth 
dressed  prices  at  39  to  40  cents  per  pound  on  young  hens  end  at  36  to  37  cents  on 
tons,  they  shoT;JLd  "be  attractive  to  the  hononpkor  planning  an  blaster  dinner. 
All  other  classes  of  poultry  are  in  rxiple  supply,  too. 


U,S.  ISPXPJrilElT?  OP  AC-HI  CUL.TUE3 
Production  said  Ilarketing  Admin. 
Information  Service 
821  Market  Street,  Hoom  60S 
San  Francisco  5,  Galifomia 


In  cooperation  with  the 
Federal-State  Market  ITews  Service 


•mT»S  11]1/S  IiT  TH^  1IA3K3TS? 


(USXA  Food  Bulletin  for  the  v/eek  ending  April  11,  194?) 


SAil  FIU17CISC0,  April  8  —  Prospects  for  strawherry  shortcake  are 
imprcving  as  more  of  these  crimson  "berries  v;ith  the  "bright  green  caps  are 
coming  into  the  market  every  day,  "but  while  the  price  has  gone  dovm  some  with 
the  influx  of  local,  Salinas,  and  Saji  Joaquin  "berries,  it  is  still  pretty  high. 
Only  tv/o  items  ai3pea.r  on  the  "best  fruit  "buy  list  —  California  lTe\irtov/n  a'ople s 
and  grg-TPe fruit  of  all  sizes,    T/hen  "buying  oranges,  select  the  small  size  for 
a  fair  "buy. 

The  "best  ouys  in  the  vegeta"ble  lino  are  artichokes  v/hich  are  unusually 
low  for  this  time  of  year;  as-oa,ragus  which  is  of  good  quality  and  mioderately 
priced;  and  s-oinachp    Other  fair  "buys  are  carrots  v«rhich  are  coming  doi-/n  slcv/ly 
in  x^rice,  onions,  potatoes ,  peas  and  rhu'bar'b.    iTcw  that  spare  stamp  iTo#  11 
is  valid  for  ten  pounds  of  sugar,  many  families  can  enjoy  rhu"bar'b  sauce  or  pie 
for  dessert, 

A  quick  glan.ce  at  the  other  vegGta"ble  items  on  the  market  shov/s  us 
that  t omatcos  have  gone  up  for  the  first  time  in  several  weeks  and  that  those  o: 
good  quality  are  scarce.    Peppers  continue  to  go  up  in  price,  soft  squash  is  a 
little  lo'.;er.    And  v;e  can  class  those  salad  indispcnsa"bles  —  green  onions, 
radishes  ar.d  parsley  —  as  fair  "buys  today. 


I 


Por  the  most  part  this  v/eek,  prices  on  mnat  drifted  dcwnv/.'ird,  3eef 
is  an  exception  "because  of  higher  replacement  costs  on  live  cattle.    An  a  result 
Commei-cial  to  G-ood  steer  and  heifer  "beef  carcasses  are  mostly  $1,00  hi^Iier. 
Available  supplies  of  vea.1  are  in  fair  demand  and  selling  on  a  v;ide  ran^e  of 
q_uality.     '.'ith  practically  no  old-crop  lambs  left  on  the  market,  prices  are 
dcv/n  about  S2,G0  on  spring  lambs,     Quality  is  mostly  G-ood  and  Choice.  2\ie 
mutton  is  scarce,  but  there  is  very  little  local  demand  for  it.  Although 
demand  is  fairly  active  for  the  rather  light  supplies  of  fresh  pork,  the  majorit 
of  prices  are  unchanged,    forced  sales  of  smoked  ham  for  Saster  find  prices 
dovm  about  84.00  and  the  lov/est  in  several  weeks.       Bacon  remains  unchan:,'ed. 

^here  is  a  good  supply  of  but t e r  as  the  result  of  increases  in 
production.    But  demand  is  only  fairly  good.    Prices  are  a  little  lower  than 
last  v/eek,  vdth  G-rade  A  (92  Score)  dcivn  1  cent  at  66  cents  per  pound  and 
G-rade  B  (90  Score)  l/2~cent  loiver  at  63|-  cents, 

^Fji  prices  are  up  1  cent  per  dozen  on  Grade  "A"  Large  ajid  Ilediums  as 
the  result  of  higher  ^orices  in  Central  V/estern  markets  and  a  good  local  demand. 
C-rade  "A"  Large  are  q.uoted  at  47j  to  48-g-  cents  per  dozen  suid  Mediujiis  at  44-^ 
to  45-^^  cents,    C-rade  "A"  Smalls  remain  at  39 J  cents  and  G-rade  "B"  Large  at  42-| 
cents  per  dozen. 

On  the  -poult ry  miarket,  we  find  liberal  supplies  of  Leghorn  fov;l,  young 
colored  chickens,  and  old  t'orkey  hens.    Colored  hens  are  scarce  and  there  ai-e 
fewer  broilorso    But  all  prices  are  unchanged  from  last  week.    All  classes  seem 
to  be  in  good  demand,  excer)t  Leghorn  fcv;l. 
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^   ^  VffiAT'S  1ISU3  IH  THE  MARKETS t 

^  ^    n  (USHA.  Food  Bulletin  for  the  week  ending  April  IS,  19^7) 

'  SAlNi  FRAIICISCO,  April  I5  This  week^s  prospects  for  strawberry 

shortcal^e  are  quite  a  lot  better  than  they  were  last  v;eek.    These  versatile 
berries  have  been  coming  to  market  quite  rapidly  and  more  can  be  expected* 
Prices  are  coming  down.    At  the  same  time,  Hev/tov/n  Pippin  aT3'oles  from 
Uatsonville  and  all  sizes  of  grapefruit  remain  tops  as  the  best  fruit  buys. 
Artichokes  lead  the  parade  of  best  vegetable  buys  at  an  all-time 
lov/  of  prices,  v/hile  asparagus ,  peas  and  spinach  follov;  closely  at  low  prices, 
RImbarb  is  also  a  good  buy,  if  homemakers  have  some  sugar  to  spare. 

Carrots  are  gradually  coming  do\m  in  price,  and  along  v/ith  dry 
onions  and  potatoes  make  up  the  fair  buy  class  this  v;eek. 

Snap  beans  are  getting  lov/er  priced,  but  they  are  still  high 
enough  to  be  classed  as  a  luxury.     Celery,  good  tomatoes,  and  peppers  also 
continue  high  in  price,  but  there  are  some  nice  neiv  rod  potatoes  (Bliss 
Triumphs)  coming  in  from  Texas  that  should  be  lower  priced  before  too  long. 
Heat  is  plentiful  —  especially  because  v/arra  weather  is  slowing 
down  demand.    In  fact,  demand  for  beef  has  been  too  slack  to  clear  all  supplies 
including  some  offerings  from  the  Junior  Livestock  Show,    Available  supplies 
of  veal  are  enjoying  a  fairly  bread  demand,  but  there  is  a  rather  v/ide  range 
of  quality.     On  spring  lambs,  m.arkct  prices  have  widened  downward  $1,00  to 
$3.00  on  an  ample  supply,    Sut  swe  mutton  is  in  lii^ht  supply.    As  the  result 
of  less  demand,  supplies  of  fresh  pork  are  fairly  plentiful.    About  the  only 
change  in  prices  exists  on  heavy  smoked  hams,  which  are  $1*00  to  $2,00  lov/or, 
and  smoked  bacon,  which  is  do\m  $3,00, 
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There  is  plenty  of  butter  to  be  had,  with  G-rade  A  (92.  Score)  1 
cent  lov/er  at  65  cents  per  pounds    Production  has  been  increasing  rapidly 
here  in  California,  while  over  the  country  as  a  whole,  creamery  butter 
production  for  the  week  ending  April  3  ^^^s  2  percent  larger  than  for  the 
previous  week  and  35  percent  above  last  year* 

Contrary  to  the  normal  trend  of  prices  on  eggs  for  this  time  of 
year,  all  Grade  "A'^  eggs  are  up  2  cents  per  dozen  from  last  v/eek  and  G-rade 
"B"  Large  eggs  are  k  cents  higher,  making  prices  5  to  10  cents  per  dozen 
higher  than  a  year  ago,    Easter  v/cek  registered  the  largest  sales  v;eek  on 
record,  v/ith  the  result  that  there  v/ere  few  stocks  left.    Other  factors  that 
make  for  higher  prices  are  higher  prices  in  Central  Uestcrn  and  Eastern 
markets  and  a  continued  good  local  demand. 

Supplies  of  poultry  are  ample,  even  though  Leghorn  broilers  and 
colored  f*v;l  are  scarce,     Leghorn  fov/1,  as  well  as  colored  fryers,  are  in 
liberal  supply.    As  a  result,  prices  are  2  to  3  cents  higher  on  broilers, 
up  1  to  2  cents  on  fryers,  and  1  cent  higher  on  roasters.    But  Leghorn  fowl 
are  selling  1  cent  per  pound  lower.     Old  hen  turkeys  are  wholesaling  at  33 
to  3^  cents  per  po'ond  and  frozen  young  toms  at  32  to  33  cents. 
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WHAT'S  rars  IN  THE  I4ARKETS? 


(USm  Food  Bulletin  for  the  week  ending  April  25,  1947) 


SAN  PRANCISCO,  April  23           Cherries  are  ripel    And  watermelons,  too» 

But  they  are  high  priced.     The  first  Purple  G-uigne  cherries  from  Sclano  County 
have  arrived  and  are  wholeseuLing  at  about  40  cents  per  pound,  while  the  first 
watermelons  to  come  in  from  Mexico  are  selling  around  11  to  12  cents  per  pound. 

Small  to  medium  sized  oranges .  grapef ruit«  and  Newtown  Pippin  apple  s  are 
still  the  "best  "buys. 

Avocados  are  lower  this  week  and  a  fair  buy,  along  with  lemons  at 
unchanged  prices. 

Strawberries  continue  to  become  more  plentiful,  and  although  prices 
are  lower  than  last  week,  they  are  still  rather  high. 

In  looking  over  vegetable  supplies,  we  find  artichokes,  carrots,  and 
summer  and  Italian  squash  are  the  best  buys. 

Asparag:us  is  slightly  higher  priced  and  past  its  peak;  therefore, 
homemakers  wishing  to  can  had  better  get  busy  soon. 

Other  fair  vegetable  buys  include;    Broccoli  (slightly  lower),  cabbage, 
cauliflower,  celery  (slightly  lower),  le ttuce.  dry  onions,  and  potatoes,  with 
more  plentiful  supplies  of  new-crop  potatoes  at  slightly  lower  prices,  sweet 
potatoes,  and  peas  (slightly  higher). 

More  tomatoes  from  Imperial  and  Coachella  valleys  are  available  at  lower 
prices,  but  they  are  still  high.    Eggplant  is  another  high-priced  item  that  is 
becoming  more  plentiful.    And  this  week  sees  the  first  sweet  corn  to  come  in 
from  Southern  California  at  a  high  price. 
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last  week's  warm  weather  caused  more  interest  in  a  trip  to  the  "beach 
than  in  what  kind  of  neat  would  "be  served  for  dinner*     The  telephone  strike  isn*  t 
an  aid  in  the  demand  for  meat,  either.    As  a  result^  prices  are  lower  on  some 
items  and  uneven  on  others.     Supplies  of  all 'Classes  are  ample.    Beef  supplies 
are  experiencing  the  first  influx  of  grassy  steers,  but  otherwise  q^uality  is 
running  mostly  Commercial  to  G-ood,  with  a  fev;  Choice.    Veal  shovs  a  rather 
wide  range  of  quality  that  is  fully  ample  for  demand.    Plentiful  supplies  of 
G-ood  and  Choice  grades  of  lamh  are  selling  at  uneven  and  lower  prices,  while  ewe  • 
mutton  is  in  very  light  supply  and  little  wanted.     Prices  on  pork  are  on  the 
biggest  dovmgrade.    Pork  carcasses  are  $2,00  lower,  picnics  $1.00  less,  and 
spareribs  are  off  $5.00  this  week.    Both  hams  and  bacon  are  lower  priced,  with 
skinned  smoked  hams  selling  $3.00  to  $4.00  lower  and  8-pound  and  heavier  bacon 
at  $5^00  to  $6.00  less. 

Liberal • supplies  of  butter  are  not  enjoying  a  very  active  demand.  As 
a  result,  prices  are  3  cents  per  pound  lower  on  Grade  A  (92  Score)  at  62  cents 
per  pound  and  2^  cents  less  on  G-rade  B  (90  Score)  at  60  cents.     If  we  take  a 
look  at  some  of  the  available  figures,  v/e  find  that  compared  with  the 
corresponding  v/eek  of  April  17  last  year,  production  here  in  the  West  was  69^ 
greater.     In  San  Francisco  —  for  the  week  ending  April  12  —  retail  sales  were 
7^  less  than  for  the  previous  week,  but  were  188^^  above  last  year. 

Higher  egg  prices  in  Central  Western  markets,  together  with  a  continued 
good  local  demand  and  declining  production,  are  resulting  in  higher  local  prices, 
All  grades  of  eggs  are  up  3  cents  per  dozen  ever  last  v/dek.     Grade  "A"  Large 
eggs  are  quoted  at  53|-^  per  dozen,  Mediums  at  5C-|^,  Smalls  at  44^^,   and  Grade 
"B"  Large  at  49^^^. 

There  is  very  little  change  on  poult  ry.     Supplies  are  ample,  demand 
fairly  good,  and  all  prices  unchanged  from  a  week  ago. 


